208 MOUNT CARMEL, DORA, AND C^ESAREA.
spoils in great quantities, and gave orders that
the captives should be kept there; for the winter
season hindered him then from sailing into
Italy." *
During the long period which elapsed be-
tween this" event and the. rise of the Moham-
medan power, I know of no remarkable details
regarding it; but, in the middle of the seventh
century, its capture closed the list of conquests
which had been so brilliantly and rapidly achieved
by the Saracen leaders of the Syrian war* " Con-
stantine, the eldest son of Heraclius, had been
stationed with forty thousand men at Caesarea,
then the civil metropolis of the three provinces
of Palestine, but his private interest recalled him
to the Byzantine court, and after the flight of
his father, he felt himself an unequal champion
to the united force of the Caliph. His van-
guard was boldly attacked by three hundred
Arabs and a thousand black slaves, who, in the
depth of winter,- had climbed the snowy moun*
tains of Libanus, and who were speedily followed
by the victorious squadrons of Caled himself.
From the north and south, the troops of Antioch
and Jerusalem advanced along the sea shore, till
their banners were joined under the walls of the
Phoenician cities. Tripoli and Tyre were be-
* Josephus, Wars of the Jews, L i. c. 7. s. 3,